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1 Joun, Cuap. iv. VERSE I. 

Beloved, believe nor every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether thep 
are of God: Becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone out into the 
World. : 

[Continued from page 44. | 


6. i “ee no fign that a werk that is wrought amoneft a 

people is not from the Spirit of God, That mang 
that feem to be the fubjecis of it, are guilty of great imprudences 
and irregularities in their condud. We are to coniider that 
the end for which God pours out his Spirit, is to make men 
holy, and not to make them politicians. ’Tis no wonder at 
all, that in a mixt multitude of ail forts, wife and unwife, 
young and old, of weak and ftrong natural abilities, that are 
under ftrong impref§ons of mind, there are many that behave 
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themfelves imprudently. There are but few that know how 
to conduct then under vehement affections of any kind, whe- 
ther they be of a temporal or fpiritual nature: todo fo re- 
quires a great deal of difcretion, and ftrength and fteadinefs 
of mind. <A thoufand imprudences won’t prove a work not 
to be the work of the Spirit of God; yea, if there be not 
only imprudences, but many things prevailing that are irre- 
gular, and really contrary to the rules of God’s holy word. 
That it fhou'd be thus, may be well accounted for from the 
exceeding weaknelfs of human nature, together with the ree 
maining darknefs and corruption of thofe that are yet the 
fubjects of the faving influences of Gud’s Spirit, and have a 
real zeal for God. 

We have a remarkable inftance in the New Teftament, 
of a people that partook largely of that great effufion of the 
Spirit there was in the Apoftles days, among whom, there 
neverthelefs abounded imprudences and great irregularities ; 
and that is the church of the Corinthians. There is {carce any 
church more celebrated in the New Teftament for being 
blefied with large meafures of the Spirit of God, beth in his 
ordinary influences, in convincing and converting finners, 
and alfo in his extraordinary and miraculous gifts; yet what 
manifold imprudences, and great and finful irregularities, and 
ftrange confufion did they run into at the Lord’s Supper, and 
in the exercife of church « difcipline, and their indecent mans 
ner of attending other parts of public worfhip, and in jarring 
and contention about their teachers, and even in the exercife 
of cheir extraordinary gifts of prophecy, fpeaking with tongues 
and the like, wherein they fpake and abted by the immediate 
infp'ration of the Svirit of God ? 

And if we fee great imprudences, and even finful irregu- 
lariiies in fome2 that are improved as great inftruments te 
carry on che work, it won’t prove it not to be the work of 
God. The Apoftle Peter himfzlf, that was a great and emi- 
nently holy and tnfptred Apoftle, and one of the chief inftru- 
meats of fetting up the Chriftian church in the world, and 
one of the chief of the A vaftles, when he was actually engag- 
ed in this work, was guilty of a great and finful error in his 
conduct; of which the Apoftle Pau! fpeaks, Gal. ii. 11, 12, 
13. ry ae Peter ws come to Antioch, I with aed him to 
the frce. tf he was to be blamed ; for before that certaix 
Came ve Sie: he did eat with the Gentiles ; but when they 
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were come, he withdrew, and feparated himl-lf, fearing them 
that were of ine Circumeifion 4 and the other Fews diffembied 
litewife wita him; infomuch that Barnabas alfa was curried 
away with ther dif/rmulatien If the great pillar of the 
Cor:tt.an chuich, and he who was one of the chie! of thote 
that are the very foundation on which, next to Chritt, the 
woe church is faid to be bu lt, was guilty of fuch an irre. 
gularity ; is it aly wonder if other leffer inftruments, that 
have not that extraordinary conduct of the divine Spirit that 
he had, fhould be guilty of many irregularities f 

Aad here in particular, tt is no evidence that a work is not 
the work of God, if many that are the fubjeéts of it, or are 
improved zs inftruments to carry It on, are guilty of toa 

reat a forwardiefs to cenfure others as unconverted, throuvh 
m:ftakes they have embraced concerning the marks by which 
they are to judge of others hypoer:fy aid carnal'ty; either 
not duly apprehending the latitude the Spirit of God ufes in 
the methods of his operations, or for. want of making due al- 
Jowance for that infirmity and corruption that may be lett in 
the hearts of the Saints; as well as thro’ want of a due fenfe 
of their own blindnefs and weaknets, and remaining corrup« 
tion, whereby {piritual pride may have a fecret vent, this wayy 
under fome difguife, and not be difcovered. 

If we allow that truly pious men may have a great deal of 
remaining blindnefs and corruption, and may be liable to 
miftakes about the marks of hypocrify, as und ubtedly all 
will allow; then ’tis not unaccountable that they fhould 
fometimes run into fuch errors as thefe: ’ Its as eafy, and 
upon fome accounts more eafy to be accounted for, why the 
remaining corruption of good men fhould fometimes have an 
unodferved vent this way, than moft other ways, (though it 
be exceeding unhappy,) and without doubt many holy mer 
have erred this way. 

Lukewarmnefs in religion is abominable, and zeal an ex- 
cellent grace; yet, above all other Chriftian virtues, it need 
to be ftrictly watched and fearched; for ’tis that with which 
€orruprtion, and particularly pride and human paffion, is ex- 
ceeding apt to mix unobferved. And ’tis obiervable, that 
there never was a time of great reformation, to caufe a revie 
val of much of a Spirit of zeal in the church of Ged, but 


ahat it has been attended in fome notable initances, with irre: 
we: 2 
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gularity, running out, fone way or other, info an undue feve- 
rity. Tnus in the Apoftles days, a great deal of zeal was 
focat about unclean meats, with heat of fpirit in Chriftians 
On. avainft another, both parties condemning and cenfuring 
one another, as not true Chriftians ; when the Apoftle had 
charity for both, as influenced by a f{pirit of real piety: He 
that eats, fays he, to the Lord he eats. and giveth God thanks 3 
and he shat eateth not, to the Lerd he catei h not, and giveth Ged 
thanks. So inthe church of Corinth, they had got into a 
way of extolling fome peice 35, and ce nfuring others, and 
were puffed up, for o uinft another : but yet thefe things 
were no fign, that the ti that was then fo wonderfully car- 
ried on, was not the work of God. And after this, when re- 
ligion was ftill greatly flourifhing in the world, and a fpirit 
of eminent holinefs an it's -eal prevailed in the Chriftian church, 
the zeal of Chriftians run out into a very improper and un- 
due feverity, in the exercife of church difcipline towards de-~ 
linquents; in fom? cafes they would by no means admit them 
into their charity and communion, thou: ch they aopeared nes 
ver fo humble and penitent. And in the days of Con/i antine 
the Great, the zeal of Chriftians againtt heathenifm, run cut 
int» a degree of perfecution. So in that glorious revival of 
religion, in the time of the Reformation, zeal in many inftan- 
ces apveared in a very improper foverity, and even a deyree 


of perfecut log; vea, in fome of the moft eminent reformers, 
“<> ~ ie. , areoe re a en) os . } . ae ee | “? } 

as in the ri at Coal Yinin parccular. Aud many, 1D thofe 
, Ne ; ital relict , ' ? 

days of the fourifitne of vital 1 izion, were guilty of fes 


Te Sa Oen se: eee) ea ae 4 | 
vereiy Ceinturins others that a 


fome pounts of divinity. 
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iffered from them in opinion, in 


r 
Satan intermixed 4 t, that‘the werk 
in Fer eral, is not the work of the 5) pirit of G dd. However 
reat a pouring-out of the Spirit there may be, ’tis net to be 
ex ected that the Sririt of God fhould be eiven now in the 
fame manner that it was to the Apofties, infallibly to guide 
them in points of Chriftian doctrine, fo that wat the y teught, 
might he relied on as a wee to the Chriftian church. An id if 
many delulions of Satan appe ir at the fame time that a great 
reliyiows concern prevails, itis: not 4n argument that the 
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work im general is not the work of God, any more than it 

was an argunent in Egypt that there were no true miracles 
, ohand ito 

wrought there, by the haad of God, becaufe Fannes and Fam- 
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bres wroucht falfe miracles at the fame time, by the hand of 
mY a > ™® 1s 
the Devil. Yea, the fame perfons may be the fubjects of 
much of the influences of the Soirit of God, and yet in fome 
things be led away by the delufions of the Devil; and this be 
no more of a paradox than many other things that are true of 
real Saints, in the prefent ftate, where grace dwel's with fo 
much corruption, and the New Man ard the Old Man fub- 
fit together in the fame pesfon; and the kingdom of God, 
and the kingdom of the Devil remain for a while together tn 
the fame heart. Many godiy perfons have undoubtedly, in 
this and other ages, exaofed themfelves to woful delufions, by 
an aptnefs to lay too much weight en impulfes and imprefi- 
5 . . . c o™ ‘ - 
ons, as if they were tminediate revelations irom God, to fige 
nify fomething future, or to direct them where to go and what 


to do. 

8. If fome fuch as were thought to be wrouzht upon, fall 
away into grofs errors or fcandalius praciices, is no argument 
that the work in general is not the work of the Spirit of God, 
That there are fome counterfe:ts is no argument that nothing 
is true: Such things are always expected in a time of refor- 
mation. If we look into Church Hittory, we fhall find no 
inftance of great revival of religion, but what has been atten- 
ded with many fuch things. Inftances of this nature, in the 
Apofties days, were innumerable, both of thofe that fell away 
into grofs herefies, and alfo vile practices; that yet feemed to 
be the fubjedts of that work of the Spirit of God that was then, 
and were accepted for a while amongf thofe that were truly 
fo, as their brethren and fome of their company ; and were 
not fufpeéted not to be of them, till they went, out from them, 
And they were not only private Chr.ftrans, but teachers and 
officers, and eminent perfons tn the Chriftian church; and 
fone that God had endowed with miraculous gifts of the Ho- 
ly Ghoft ; as appears by the beginning of the 6th chapter of 
Hebrews. An inftance of thefe was Judas, who was one 
of the Twelve Apoitles, and had long been conftantly united 
to, and intimately converfant with a company of truly expe-~ 
rienced Difciples, without being d:fcovered or fulpe@&ed, ’:11] 
he difcovered himfelf by his fcandalous praétice; and had been 
treated by J fus himfelf, in all external things, as if he had 
truly been a Difciple, even to the invefting him with the cha- 
racter of Apoftle, and sen him forth to preach the Got 
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pel, and indving him with miraculous gifts of the Spirit ta. 
For th ugh Chittt knew bim, yet he d ; not then clozth bm- 


{ 'f wich the character of Omn feient Judge, and Searcher of 


Fleavts, but aéted the part of a minificr uf the vilible church 
of God, (for be was his Father’s Minifte: 3) and thereture 
rejected him not, till he had difcovered himfelt by his fcanda- 
} us practice ; thereby giving anexample to other guides aid 
rulers of the vitible church, not to take it upon them to «ct 
the part of Searcher ot Hearts, but to be influenced in their 
adminiftrations by whatis vifible and open, 

Phere were fome inftances then of fuch apoftates, not only 
in fome that for a while were thought truce Chriftians, bue 
{ m~ that were efteemed eminently fuil of the grace of God’s 
Spirit: An inflance of this nature was Nicolasjone ofthe feven 
Deacons; who was looked upon by the Chriftians in Jervfa- 
Yorn, ta the Gime of that extraordinary pouring out of the Spi- 
vit, as aman full of the H], Ghoft, and was chofen out of 
the multitude of C riftians to Phe fice, tor that reafon; as 
you may feeim Adis vi. 3, §. vet he afterwards fell away, aid 
became the head of a {et of oy . sreticks, of yrofs praétices, 
caiicd from his name, the tet of the Ncolaitans, Rev. i. 6, 
and 15. 

Soin the time of the Reformation from Popery, how great 
was the number o: thi fe that for a while feemed to joir wih 
the rcform-rs, that foil awav into the grefleft and mcft abfurd 
error, and abominable prectices. 

Aud ’us pardeularly obfeivable, that in times of great 
pouring out of che oP iit, to revive religion in the world,a 
munber’ f thofe thai for a while feemed to partake in it, have 
fillen of into whimfical and extravagant errors, ard grofs 
en Aut im, 60: ( ny of nroh degrees of {pirituclity and pers 
fedion, ceofurne ard cond yrs others ascarn-|). Thus it 
Mr oftles times and thus it 
wari with che deve aj feéts of Anabap is in the tme of the 
kK Somation, ¢ Anthony Burges « bferves. iki his book Cal. 
led Sairitual Refining, Part 1 frm. 22° page 132. % The 
f; ~OT Y i: formers, ar id alo vat US igs {hin ments of God, 
i 
o 
db 


wes with the Grofticks in the 


oad « buter confl therein, f thai they were exercifid. rot 
ty with Formatitts ond craditionary Papifts,on the one fide, 
staianenm that pretend d themfelv.s to be more enlighten d 
aan the refarmers were, on th other fide: Hence they cale 
ed sNuic that did aciere to she Scripture, and would try res 
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a velations by it, Literi/is, and Vowelists, as men acquainted 
hy with the words and vowels of the Scripture, having nothing 
1 ae of the Spirit of God. And wherefpever, in any town, the true 
a doctrine of the Gefpel brake forth, to the difplacing of Pope- 
ee ry, prefently fuch opinions arofe, like tares that came up a- 
Bh mong the good wheat; whereby great divifions were raifed, 
“ and the Reformation made abuminable and odtous to the 
ie world; as if that had been the fun, to give heat and warmth 
‘i, to thofe worms and ferpents to crawl out of the ground.— 
\ Hence they inveighed againft Luther, and faid he had only pro- 
ie mulged a carnal Gofpel.’? Some of the leaders of thofe wild 


enthufiafts, had been for a while highly efteemed by the fuft 
reformers, and peculiarly dear to them. 

Soin England, atthe time when vital religion did much pre- 
vail in the days of king Charles I. the Jnterregnum, and Oli- 
ver Cromwell, fuch things as thefe abounded. And foin the 
beginning of New-England, in her pureft days, when vital 
piety flourifhed, fuch kind of things as thefe broke out. 
Therefore, the Devil’s towing fuch tares is no proof that a 
true work of the Spirit of God is not glorioufly carried on. 

g. ’Tis no argument that a work is not from the Spirit 
of God, That it feems to be promoted by ministers infisting verg 
much on the terrors ef God's haly law, and that with a great 
deal of pathos and earnestnefs. Af there be really a Hell of 
{uch dreadful and never-ending torments, as is generally fup- 
pofed, that multitudes are in great danger of, and that the 
bigger part of men in Chriftian countries do a#tually from 
generation to generation fall into, for want of a fenfe of the 
terriblenefs of it, and their danger of it, and fo for want of 
taking due care to avoid it; then why is it not proper for 
thofe that have the care of fouls, to take great pains to make 
men fenfible of it? Why fhould not they be told as much 
of the truth ascan be? If I am in danger of going to Hell, 
I fhould be glad to know as much as poffibly I can of the 
dreadfuinefs of it: If I am very prone to neglect due care to 
avoid it, he does me the beft kindnefs that does moft to re- 
: prefent to me the truth of the cafe, that fets forth my mifery 
ian and danger in the livelieft manner. 

x 4 I appeal to every one in this congregation, whether th's is 
ie not the very courfe they would take in cafe of ex, ofednefs to 
na any great temporal calamity ? If any of you that are heads of 
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families, faw one of your children in an houfe that was all on 
fire over it’s head, and in eminent danger of bcing foon con- 
fumed in the flames, that feemed to be very infenfible of it’s 
danger, and neglected to efcape, after you had often {pake to 
it, and called to it, would you go eon to fpeak to it only ina 
cold and indifferent manner? Would not you cry aloud, and 
Cail earnettly to it, and reprefent the danger it was in, and it’s 
own foily indelaying,in the moft lively manner you was capable 
of? Would not nature itfelf teach this, and oblige you toit? 
{f you fhould continue to {peak to it only in a cold manner, 
as you are wont to do in ordinary converfation about indiffes 
rent matters, would not thofe about you begin to think you 
were bereft of reafon yourtelf? ‘This is not the way of man- 
kind, nor the way of any one perfon in this congregation, in 
tem poral affairs of great moment, that require earncft heed 
and great hafte, and about which they are greatly concerned, 
to fpeak to others of their danger, and warn them but a lite 
tle ; and when they do rt at all, do it in a cold, indifferent 
manner: Nature teaches men otherwife. If we that have 
the care of fouls, knew what Hell was, kad feen the ftate of 
the damned, or by any other means, become fenfitle how 
dreadful their cafe was; and at the fame time knew that the 
bizgr part of men went thither ; and faw our hearers in emi- 
ne nt dan gery and that they were not fenfible of their danger, 
and fo after being often warned neglc ed to eicape, it would 
be morally impoffible le for us to avoid abundantly and moft 
earneftly fetting before them the dreadfulnefs of that mifery 
they were in canger of, and their great expofedrcfs to it, and 
warting them to fly fiom it, and even to cry aloud to them, 
Wh.n ini hate yrzach of He'l, and warn finncrs te a- 
roid it, ina cold wh sine though they mav fay in words that 
it is infia .tely terrible; yet (if we look on language as acom- 
munication of our minds to others) they 1p: tae themielves 
fOr actions, as | obferved before, have a Janguage to cone 
vey our mids, as well as words ; and at the fame time thag 
fuch a preacher’s words reprefent the finnei’s ftate as infinite- 
Jy dreadful, his behaviour and manner of {peaking contradict 
it, and fhew that the es does not think fo; fo that he 
defeats his own purpofe; for the ianguage of his a€tions, in 
fuch a cafe, is muca more effectual than the bare fignification 


- of his words. 
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Not that I think that the Law only fhould be preaghed:— 
Minifters may preach other things too little. The Gofpel is 
to be preached as well as the Law, and the Law is to’ be 
preached only to make way for the Gofvel, and in order to 
an effectual preaching of that; for the main work of minif. 
ters of the Gofpel is to preach the Gofpel; it is‘the end of 
the Law; Christ is the end of the Law for righteoufnefs :—So 
that a minifter would mifs it very much if he fhould inhit fo 
much on the terrors of the Law, as to forget his is and ne- 
gleci to pr each the Gofpel ; but yet the ate is very much tg 
be infifted on, and the preaching of the Gofpel is like to be 
in vain without it. 

Aad certainly fuch dears efs and affection in peak ing is 
beautiful, as becomes the nature and impor tance of the fub- 


ject. Not bu it that there may be fuch a thing as ts indecent 
boifteroufnefs in a preacher, that is fomething befides what 
naturally arifes from the nature of his fubjea, 2 ane in which 
the matter and manner do not well agree together. 

Some talk of it as an unreafonable thing to think to fright 


perfons to Heaven; but I think it is a reafonable thing to en- 


deavour to fright perfons away from Hell, that ftand upon 


the brink of it, and are juft ready to fail into it, and are 
fenfelefs of their danger: ’ Tis a reafonable thing to fright a 
perfon out of an houfe on fire. The word fright is com- 


}monly ufed for fudden caufelefs fear, or groundiefs furprize ; 


but furely a juft fear, that there is good reafon for, though it 


be very great, is not to be fpoken againft under any fuch 
name. 


Having thus fhown, in fome inftances, what are not evi- 


pdences that a work that is wrought among a people, isnot a 
Pwork of the Spirit of God: 


os 


I now proceed in the fee ond pl ace, as was propofed, to fhew 


pofitively, what are the fure, dil ftin euithin g (cripture eviden- 


ees and marks of a work of the Spirit of God, by which we 
tay proceed in judging of any opetsee in we find in ourfelves, 
or fee among a people, without danger of being mifled. 

And in this, as [ faid b r¢ Fo re, I fal confine myfelf wholly 
to thofe marks which are given us by the Apoftlein the chap- 
ter wherein is my text, where tlis matter is particularly han- 

led, and more plainly and fu ully than any where elfe in the 
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Bible. And in fpeaking to thefe marks, I fhall take them in 
the order in which | find them in the chapter. 

1. When that Spiric that is at work amongft a people is 
obferved to operate atier fuch a man er, as to raife their ef- 
teein of that Jesus that was born of THE VIRGIN, and was 
crucified without the gates of Jerufalkm; and feenis more to 
confirm and eftabl.fh their mind. in the truth of what the 
Gofpel deciares to us, of his being the Son of God, and the 
Saviour of men; ’tis a fure fign that that Spirit is the Spirit 
of Ged. This fign the Apoftle gives us in the 2d and 3d 
verfes, Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every Spirit that 
confeffith that Fejus Corift is come in the fi.fb, is of God; and 
every Spirit that confefjeth not that “fefus Corist 1s come in the 
jie/>, is not of God. ‘Wiis implies a confeffing, not only that 
there was fuch a perfon that appeared in Paleftine, and did 
and fuffered thofe things that are recorded of him, but that that 
perfon was CHRIST, i. e. the Son of God, the Anointed of 
God to be Lord and Saviour, as the name Fe/us Christ implies. 
‘That thus much is implied in the Apoftle’s meaning, is con- 
firmed by the 15th verfe, where the Apofile is {till on the 
fame fubje& of figns of the true Spirit, Whofeever foall con- 
fefs that Fefus is the Sc of God, God dwelleth in kim, and he (ie 
in God. fe 

And ’tis to be obferved that the word confe/s, as it is often (9 
ufed in the New Teftament, fignifics more than merely a/- 
(owing : it implies an eftablifhing and confirming a thing by [@ 
teftimony, and declaring it with manifeftation of efteem and | 
affection: fo, Mat. x. 32. Whefoever therefore fhall confe[s me i 
before men, bim will I confefs alfa before my Father which is in @ 
Eleaven. Rom. xv. 9, 1 will confefs to thee among the Gen- (27% 
tiles, and fing unto thy name. And Phil. ii. 141, That every ie 
tongue fhail confe/s that “fefus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God bay a 
the Father. And that this is the force of the expreffiun, as 7 
the Apoftle Jukn ufes it in this place, is confirmed by that “% 
other place in the fame epiftle, in the next chapter, at the firft 7a 
verfe, Whofoever believeth that Fefus is the Christ, is born of \™ : 
Ged; and every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him alfe 
that is begotten of him. Aud by that parallel place of the @ 











































Apottle Paul, where we have the fame rule given, to diftine Wm J, 
guifh the true Spirit from all counterfeits, 1 Cor. xii. 3, et 
Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man [peaking by g 
the Spirit ef God, culleth Fefus accurfed, (or wall ihew an ill or d 
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es 
TH mean efteem of him) and that no man can [yy that Fefus is the 
a Lord, but by the Hoy Ghost 
oa So that if the Spit that is at work among a people, is 

™ plainly obfirved to work after that manner, as to convince 
TH them of Chrift, and lead them to Chrift; more to confirm 
their minds in the behef of the ftory of Chrift, as he appear- 
ed in the ficfh, and that he is the Son of God, and was fent 
of God to fave finners, and that he is the only Saviour, and 
that they ftand tn great need of him; and fecms to beget in 
them higher and more honourable thcughts of him than they 
ufed to have, and to incline their affections more to him; it 
is a fure fign that it is the true and right Spirit; and that 
whether we can determine whether that conviétion and affcc- 
tion be in that manner, or to that degree, as to be faving or 
no. 

But the words of the Apoftle are remarkable; the perfon 

@ that the Spirit gives teft:mony to, and to whom he raifes their 
- (8 efteem and refpe&t, muft be that Ze/ws that appeared in the 
fife, and not another Chrift in his ttead 5 not any my ftical, 





C tantaftical Chrift ; fuch as the Light wi hin, which the Spirit 
- of the Quakers extols, while it diminifbes their efteem of, and 
é § depend ice upon an outward Chrifi, or Jefus as he came in 
E the flefh, and leads them off from him ; but the Spirit that 
Nn |e gives teftimony for that Jcfus, and leads to him, can be no 
- other than the Spirit of God. 
y The Devil has the moft bitter and implacable enmity againft 
d that perfon, efpecially in his charaéter of the Saviour of men 5 


*Rbe mortally hates the fto:y and do&tr'ne of his Redemption; 
) he never would go about to beget in men more honourable 
\ ?tho’ts of him, and fo to incline them more to fear him, and Jay 
© \ greater weight on his inftru€tions and corzmands, The 
©) Svirit that inclines men’s hearts to the Seed of the Woman, 
is not the Spirit of the Serpent, that has fuch an irreconcile- 
© able enmity againft him. He that heightens men’s efteem of 
p the glorious Michael, that prince of the Angels, is not the 
B Spirit of the Diagon that is at war with him, 

ee 2 When the Spirit that is at work operates against the in- 
Ee J berest of Satan’s kingdam, which lies in encouraging and estab- 
Oe Lifh ng fin, and cherifhing men’s worldly (usts ; ts 1s a fure ign 
Boe tha: *..8 a true, and nota falfe Spit. his fign we have 
giv nus tn the Ath and 5th verfes. VY are of Gd, little chil- 
dren, and have evercome them ; becauje greater is he that ts in 
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the other are of the world, acd f-eak and favour the things 
of the world. “Phe S otrit of the Devil ts here called, He that 
sin the world. Chrift lays, Ady kingdom ts not of this world, 
Buc ’us otherwife with Satan’s kingcom ; he is the Ged of this 
world, 

What the Apoftle means by the world, or the things that 
are of the world, we learn by his own words in the 2d chap- 
ter of thise altle, 15th and 16:h verfes. Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the warld: If any man love the 
world, the love of the Eather 1s nat in bim: For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the fiefh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, isnot of the Father, but is of the world. Sv that 
by the warld, the Apoitie evidently means every thing that 

ins to the intereft of fin, and comprehends all the cor- 

ions and lutts of men, and all thofe a&s and objets by 

ich they are vratified. In thefe things lies the intereft of 

his kingdom, who is the Spirit that isin the world, and is the 
God of the warld. 

So chat we may fafely determine, from what the Apoftle 
jays, that the Spirit that is at work amongtft a people, that is 
odferved to work after fuch a manner, as to leflen men’s ef- 
teem of the pleafures, profits and honours of the world, and 
to t2ke off their hearts from an eager purfuit after thefe 
things; and to engage them in a deep concern about a future 
and eternal happinefs in that invifible world, that the Gofpel 
reveals; and puts them upon earneft feeking the kingdom of 
God aad his righteoufnefs; and convinces them of the dread- 
fulnefs of fin, the guilt that it brings, and the mifery thart,it 
expofes to: I fay, the Spirit that operates after fuch a man- 
ner, muft needs be the Spirit of God. 

* Tis not tobe fuppofed that Satan would go about toconvince 
men of jin, and awaken the cenfcience; it can no way ferve 
his end, to make that cancle of the Lord fhine the brighter, 
and to open the mouth of that vicegerent of God in the foul : 
It ts for his intereft, whatever he does, to lull confcience a- 
fleep, and keep that_ quiet; to have that with its eyes and 
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mouth open in the foul, will tend to clog and hinder all his 
defizns of darkuefs, and evermore to be difturbing his affairs 
and croffing his intereft in the foul, and difquieting him, fo 
that he can manage nothing to his mind without moleftation, 
Would the Devil, when he is about to eftablifh men‘in a way 
and ftate of fin, take fuch a courfe, in the firft place to en- 
lighten and awaken the confcience to fee the dreadfulnefs of 
fin, and make them exceedingly afraid of fin, and fenfible 
of their mifery by reafon of their paft fins, and their great 
need of deliverance from the guilt of them, and more careful, 
inquifitive and watchful to diicern what ts finful, and to avoid 
fuiure fins; and fo more afraid of the Devil’s temptations, 
and careful to guard againft them ? What do thefe men do 
with their reafon, thac fuppofe that the Spirit that operates 
thus, is the Spirit of the Devil? 
Pofibly fome m-y fay, That the Devil may even awaken 
2en’s confciences to deceive them, and make themthink they 
have been the fubjects of a faving work of the Spirit of God, 
while they are indeed ftill in the gall of bitternefs. But to 
this i may be replied, that the man that has an awakened 
confcience, is the leaft likely to be deceived of any man y 
the world: ’tis the drowfy, infenfible, ftupid confcience, that 
is moft eafily blinded. Whe more fenlible cenfcience is in a 
difeafed foul, the lefs eafily is it quieted without a real heal- 


- ; ry. ‘te ? Ph - J ey . TC 7 
N73, | he more fenfible confe merce tS made of tne dreadful. 


arm 


‘ 
; 


nefs of fin, and of the greatne{s of a man’s own cuilt of it, the 
Jefs likely is he to reft in his own riohteoufnels, or to. be pa- 
cified with nothing but (hadows. A man that has been tho- 
roughly terrified with a fenfe of his danger and mifery, is not 
eafily flattered and made to believe himfelf fafe, without any 
good vrounds. 

To awaken confcience, and convince of the evil of fin, 
can't tend to eftablih fin, but certainly tends to make way 
for fin and Satan’s being caft out. Therefore this is 2 good 
argument, that the Spirit that operates thus, cannot be the 
Svirit of the Devil; if Chri knew how to argue, who told 
the Pharifees, that fuppofed that the Spirit that he wrought 
by, wis the Soirit of the Devil, that Satan would not caf? cut 
S tan, Mat. xii. 25, 26. 

Aud therefore it we fee perfons. made fenfible of the dread- 
ful nature of fin, and of the difplea(ure of God againft it, and 
of their own muiferable condition as they are in themfelves, by 
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reafon of fin, and earneitly concerned for their eternal falvas 
tion, and fenfible of their necd of Gad’s pity and help, and 
engaged te feek it in ihe ufe of the means that God has ap- 
point ed, we' may certainly conclud. that it is from the Spirit of 
G od, wnstarke effects :his concern has on their bodies ; tho’ 

it caufes them to cry out aloud, or to fhriek, or to faint, or 
thouch it throws them tito convulfi ns, or whatever other 
way the bloud and fpirits are moved. 

The influence of the Spirit of God is yet more abundantly 
manifeft, if perfons have their hearts drawn off trom the 
world, and weaned from the objects of their werldly lufts, and 
taken Off trom worldly purtuits, by the fenfe they have of the 
excellency of divine thi ngs, and the affection they have to 
thofe fpiritual enjoyments of anothex; world, that are promif- 
edin the Got. 

3. That S:irit that onerates in fuch a manner as to raufe 
in mena greater regard to the holy Scriptures, and establifhes 
them more in iheir truth and divinity, is certainly the Spirit of 
God. Vhis ru eth. Apoftie gives us in -_" 6: th verfe: We 
are of Ged; he that knoweth God heareth uv: He that is not of 
God hea ein us not: Hereby know we the Spirit of iruth, and 
ee Spirit of error. “* We areot God _ wate, © We, the 
A pofties, are fent forth of God, and appointed of him, to 
teach the world, and to deliver that doétrine, thofe inffrudti- 
ons that are to be their rule ; therefore, he that kneweth God, 
heareth us, Se. The Apottle’s argument in the verie equal- 
ly reaches ail that in the fame fenfe, “are of God,” that is, 
a}! thofe that God has appointed and infpired to de fiver to his 
church its rule of faith and practice; al] the Prophets and 
Apoftles, whofe doétrine God has made the foundation on 
which he has buile his church, as in Eph. ii. 20; all the Pen- 

en of the holy Scriptures, The Devil never would go a- 
bout-t0 beget in perfons a regard to that divine word, which 
God hath given to be the great and ftanding rule fue the di- 


rection of his church, in all relgious matters and concerns of | 


their fouls, in all ages. A Spirit of delufion won’t incline 
perfons te go to feck direétion at the mouth God. To the 
Law and to the Teftimony,” is never the cry ‘of thofe evil 
Spirits that have “no light in them;” for ’tis God’s own 

gireétion to difeover their delufions, Ifai, viii. 19, 20. And 
avhen they fha'l fay unto yru, feek unto them that have familiar 
Spirits, and unte wizards that pecp, and that mutter: fhould 
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O) xot a people feek unto their God? For the living to the dead? To 
We the Lawand to the testimony: If they [peak not accerding to this 
ee word, it is becaufe there is ne light in them. ‘he Devil does 
7 not fay the fame as Abraham did, They have Mofes and the 
) Prophets, let them hear them: Nor the fame that the voice from 
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. Tt Heaven did, coneerning Chrift, Lear ye him. Would the 
3 Spirit of Error, in order to decerve men, beget in them an 
one high opinion of the infallible rule, and incline them to think 
7 much of it, and be very converfant with it?——-Would the 
Prince of Darknefs, in order to promote his kingdom of dark. 


op nefs, lead men to the Sunf—The Devil has ever fhewn a 
Say : 


“3 


“) mortal fpite and hatred towards that holy Book, the Bible :— 
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a that light, and to draw men off from it: He knows, that ’tis 
Wy that light by which his kingdom of darknefs is to be over- 
“thrown, He has had, for many ages, experience of its power 
#) to defeat his purpofes, and baffle his defigns :, It is his con. 
Pftant plague: *Tis the main weapcn which Michael ufes in 
m his war with him: ’Tis the fword of the Spirit that pierces 
him, and conquers him: ’Tis that great, and fore, and flronp 
@fword, with which God punifbes Leviathan, that crooked fer- 
Bpent: ’Tis that fharp fword that we read of, Rev. xix. 15, 
that proceeds out of the mouth of him that fat on the horfe, with 
bwhich he finites his enemies, Every text is a dart to tor- 
Mement the old Serpent: He has felt the itinging fmart thou- 
Weefands of times; therefore he is enraged againit the Bible, and 
Wahates every word init. And therefore we may be fure, thae 
ie never will go about to raife perfons eftecm of it, or affec- 
Mtion toit. And accordingly we fee it to be commion in en~ 
hufiafts, that they depreciate this written rule, and ict up the 
6 Light within, or fome other rule above it. 3 
om 4. Another rule to judee of Spirits, may be drawn from 
4 thofe oppofire compeliations given to the two oppofite Spi- 
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eeyrits, inthe laft words of the 6:h verfe, The SPIRIT OR 
a TRUTH, and the SPIRIT OF ERROR. Thefe words do 
exnibit the two oppofite charaéters of the Spirit of God, and 
go o:her Spirits that counterfeit his operations. And therefore, 
eet by obferving the manner of the operation of a Spirit that is 
bap at work among a people, we fre that it operates as a Spirit 
of Truth, leading perfons to truth, convinelr g them of thole 
tins that are true, we may fifely determine that ’tis a right 
pand true Spirit, As for inftaace, if we obferve that the Spi- 
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rit that is at work, makes men more fenfible than they ufed 
to be, that there is a God, and that he is a grea? God, anda 
fin-hating ao God; andmakes them more to realize it, that they 
mu(t die, and that life is fhort, and very uncertain; and con- 
firms perfons init, that there is another world, that they have 
immortal fouls, and that they muft give account ot them- 
felves to God; and convinces them that they are exceeding 


finful Ry nature and practice; and that they are helplefs in a 


themfelves ; and confirms them in other things that are agree- 
bie to found doctrine: the Spirit that works thus, operates 


as a Spirit of Truth :—He reprefents. things as they are in- | ( 


deed: He brings men to the lizht; for whatever makes truth 


manifett, is light; as the Apottle Paul obferves, kph. v. 13. 


But all things that are reproved (or difcovered, as itis in the 7% 


margin) are made manifest by the light ; for whatfoever doth 


make manifest 1s lizht. And there fore we may conclude, that ¥ 


tis not the Spirit of Darknefs that doth thus difcover, and # 


make manifest the truth. Chrift tclls us, that Satan zs a liar, 
and the fe tober of lies; and his kingdom is a kingdom of dark- 


nefs. ” Lis upneld and promoted only by darknefs and error: am 
Satan has ali his power and dominion by darknefs. Hence § 


we read of the pepe of @ar knefs, Luke xxii. 53, and Col. 1.1%, 


And Devils are called the rulers of the deheial of this werld. @ 


om 


W hatever Spirit removes our darknels, and brings us to the (am 


light ; undeceives us, and convinces us of the truth; does us 


a Kindnels. If lL am brought toa fight of truth, and am made a) 


fenfible of things as they be, my duty i Is | immediately to thank | 
God for it, without {tanding firft to enquire by what means | 3% 


L have fuch a benefit. 
(Lo be continued.) 
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ON FULFILLING ENGAGEMENTS AND PAYING 
DEBTS. 








[From a Sermon by the late Prefident Edwards, on Exod. xx. 15. 0m 


Thou foalt not freal % 


HERE are many ways in which perfons may unjuftly 

ulurp their neighbour’s property, by withholding what 
is his due; but I fhall particularize at this time only twe 
things ; 
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1. The unfaithfulnefs of men in not fulfilling their en- 
gagements. Ordinarily when men promife any thing to their 
neighbour, or enter into engagements, by undertaking any 
bufinefs with which their neighbour entrufts them, their en- 
gagements inveft their neighbour with a right that which is 
engaged; fo tkat if they withhold it, they ufurp that which, 
belongs to their neighbour. So it is when men break their 
promifes, becaufe they find them to be inconvenient, and they 
cannot fulfil them without difficulty and trouble ; or merely 
becaufe they have altered their minds fince they promifed.— 
They think they have not confulted their own intereft in the 
promife which they have made, and that if they had confider~ 
ed the matter as much before they promifed, as they have 
fince, they fhould not have promifed. ‘Therefore they take 
the liberty to fet their own promifes afide. Befides, fome- 
times perfons violate this command, by neglecting to fulfil 
their engagements, through a carelefs, negligent fpirit. 

They violate this command in withholding, what belongs 
to their neighbour, when they are not faithful in any bufinefs 
which they have undertaken to do for their neighbour. If 
their neighbour has hired them to labour for him for a cer 
tain time, and they be not careful well to hufband the time 5 
if they be hired to day’s labour, and be not careful to im- 
prove the day, as they have reafon to think he who hired 
them juftly expected of them ; or if they be hired to accoms 
plifh fuch a piece of work, and be not careful to do it well, 
but do it flightly, do it not as if it were for themfelves, or as 
they would have others do for them, when they in like mans 
ner entruft them with any bufinefs of their’s; or if they be 
entrufted with any particular affair, which they undertake, 
but ufe not that care, contrivance, or diligence, to manage it 
fo as will be to the advantage of him who entrufts them, and 
as they would manage it, or would infift that it fhould be 
managed, if the affair were their own ; in all thefe cafes they 
unjuftly withhold what belongs to their neighbour. 

2. Another way in which men unjuftly withhold what is 
their neighbour’s, is in negle&ting to pay their debts. Some 
times this happens, becaufe they run fo far into debt that they 
cannot teafonably hope to be able to pay their debts ; and this 
they do, either through pride and affe&tation of living above 
their circuinftances; or throwzh a grafping, covetous difpofie 
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tion, or fome other corrupt principle. Sometimes they ne- 
gleét to pay their debts from carelef{nefs of {pirit about it, 
little concerning themiclves whether they are ‘alld or not, 
taking no care to go to their creditor, or to fend to him ; and 
if they fee him fr: om time tot time, they fay nething about 


their debts, Sometunes they neglec to pay their debts, bee 
caufe it vould put them te fome inconvenience. ‘The reafon 
why they do it nots is not becaufe they c: innot do it, but be- 
€auis chey cannot do it fe conveniently as they Gefire 5 and fo 
they rather ehufe to put their creditor to inconvenience by 
; being without what properly belongs to him, than to put 


th-miclves to inconvewience by being without what doth not 
be ong to them, and what they have no right to detain. In 
any of thefe cafes, they unjuftly ufurp the property of their 

- neighbour. 
Sometimes perfons have that by them with which they 
could pay their debts if they would; but they want to lay out 
, their money for fomething elfe, to buy ¢ gay cloathing fer their 
1 children, or to advance their eftates , or for fome fuch end*=< 
1 They have other defigns in hand, which muft fail, if they pay 
their debts. When men thus withhold what is due, they un- 
juftly ufurp what is not their own. Sometimes they neglect 
to pay their debts, and their excufe for it is, that their credi- 
tor doth not need it ; that he hath a plentiful eftate, and can 
well bear to lie out of his money. But if the creditor be e- 
ver fo rich, that gives no right to the debtor, to withhold from 
him that which belongs tohim. If it be due, it ought to be 
paid ; for that is the very notion of its being due. It is no 
more lawful to withhold from aman what is his due, without 
his confent, becaufe he is rich and able to do without it, than 
it is awful to fteal from a man becaufe he is rich and able to 
bear the lofs. | 
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{Por ihe Wefern Mifionary Magazine. ] 
AN ESSAY 


ON 





Christian Communion, in Sealing Ordinances. 


Y reluctance to take up my pen on this occafion was 
fo great, as not to have becn conquered by any thing 
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le(s than a conviGtion that the exifting ftate of the church re- 
a that the attention of Chriftians thould be turned to 
1 fubjed. This reluétance owed its exiftence, partly, to 
2  detae’ conviction, that my abilities were not adequate 
to the tafk of doing that accurate juftice to the fubje@, which 
its importance demanded ; and partly, to the knowledge that' 
my fentiments, which are the refult of the moft ferious invefs 
tigation, and the dictates of a.heart deeply interefted in the 
honor and happinefs of the Chriftian church, will lead me te 
take ground different from that which is poffeffed by men of 
fuperior erudition, abilities and piety. ‘ thefe a teGing cir- 
cumftances, revelation and reafon fhall be my guides, while 
I addrefs the underftanding of my readers, by putting them 
in poffeffion of my pr: inciples relative to the point in queftion, 
And, for the fake of brevity, I fhall referve my arguments, 
until oppofitien renders defence neceflary. 
. Whereas our Lord Jefus Chrift has introdueed a New 

: oft ament difpenfation of grace, and has ereéted a church on 
earth, which is dittinguifhed by his name, and favoured that 
chy a with the New-Teftament Scriptur: es, which the Old. 
‘Teitament church - not enjoy, containing a revelation of 
his will concerning her officers, regulations, terms of com- 
munion, duties, privileges, cad diftincuifhi ing doctrines t+ 
therefore, the New-Teftament is the Supreme Conttitution 
of the Chriftian Church, by which all human, seligious Gon- 
ftitutions are to be judged; and from which, all jut | ideas of 
the government, worfhip, difcipline, terms of communion and 
diftinguifhing doétrines of the Chriftian church, rut be de« 
rived. 

2. When the New-Teftament is carefully examined, and all 
the proper Bis of criticifm pertinantly applied, it is undeni« 
ably evident, that repentance towards God, and faith towards 
our ny Telus Chrift, are the only terms of communion en- 
joined in the New-T eftament by our Lord and his Apoftles, 
‘Therefore, faith and repentance are the only conftitutional and 
lawful terms of communion in the Chriftian church; and 
confequently, thofe officers in the Chriftian church who re- 
quire more, or are fatisfied with lefs, than faith and repentance, 
from candidates for Chriftian communion in fealing ordin- 
ances, exercife an unconftitutional and ufurped power. 

3: Thecharaéterof Chrift and his Apoftles, and the tetts 
ufed by them relative to the fubjeét in queftion, wil} not pete 
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mit any reafonable perfon to believe that the faith and repen- 
tance, required inthe New Teftament, were any other than 
genuine, influential faith and repentance. It is granted by 
all, that the repentance required in the New-Teftament in~ 
cludes fincere forrow for fin, and genuine reformation: but 
as there is a difference in opinion refpecting faith, I fhall ex- 
prefs my fentiments more particularly on that point. The 
faith required in the New-T eftament is faith in Jefus Chrift; 
bur Jefus Chrift is revealed therein in his mediatorial and 
official charaéter ; therefore faith in Jefus Chrift includes a 
perfuafion of the truth of all the do@trines, which he, as the 
Prophet of the Church, has revealed in the Old and New- 
Tettaments ; and particularly a perfuafion of the truth of the 
following doétrines, which he has revealed in the New-Tef- 
tament in plain and definite Janguage, and which, far the fake 
of diftinétion, I fhall call the fundamental doétrines of the 
Gofpel: viz. Three Divine Perfons, and but one God :— 
Human depravity and guilt: The unmerited love of God in 
fending his Son inco the world: That whofoever believeth in 
him might not perifh, bui have everlafting life: Juftification 
in the fight of God, entirely on account of the obedience and 
atonement of the Loid Jefus Chrift: The new birth: Per- 
feverance in grace; and San@ification by the gracious, free, 
fovereign, diftinguifhyng and efficacious influences of the 
divine Sorrit: And pertonal holinefs abfolutely neceflary to 
qualify believers for the poffeffion of the inheritance of the 
Saints in light. The faith in queftion alfo includes a firm 
reliance on the atonement and interceffion of Chrift, as a 
Prieft ; and an unreferved and cheerful fubjection to his go- 
vernment, as a King. In a word, when any perfon believes 
the truth of the do@trines which Chrift has revealed, and thofe 
doétrines have that influence on his heart and life, which 
Chrift has required, that perfon is then the fubjeé of the faith 
and repentance, required in the New-Teftament; and never 
until then. 

4. As Chrift has inftituted fealing ordinances in his 
church, revealed the Terms of Communion, and appointed 
officers to adminifter thefe Ordinances in his name, it is evi- 
dent that regular church-officers have a right, and it is their 
duty, to afcertain whether candidates for ftated, or occafional 
communion, poffefs the faith and repentance, required by the 
Head of the Church, es not. But as the nature of the cafe, 











id 
pe ae ~~ ee na 

eens Soy ae ae ee rr ariee 

ie bans a . =e 9 rr ~ 


Se 


=z +8 
PR Aan aa 


an 


Phy 

% 

4 

ei | 

ai 

ches 

& 

a 
rs 
: 





oP GW ete, 


religion. 





On Terms of Communion. — 89 


and the imperfection of the judges, will not admit of abfolute 
certainty ; as there are different kinds of faith and repentance ; 
and as church officers can judge only from teftimony, there- 
fore they ought to avail themfelves of all the teftimony, to: 
which they can have accefs, in order to know if the faith and 
repentance of the candidates, are the faith and repentance re-~ 
quired in the New- Tettament. 
valuable end, they ought to enquire at the candidates for fta- 
ted or occafional communion, if they believe all the doctrines 
which €hrift, as the Teacher fent from God, has revealed ; 
particularly the above mentioned, plainly revealed, and fun- 


And in order to obtain this 


damental doétrines of the Gofpel: and alfo, what influence 


Teftament. 


And if, from the 


*heir faith has had on their hearts and lives ; and as the mo- 
ral conduct affords the beft comment on the ftate of the mind; 
they ough: to demand teftimonials on that fubject, from proe 
per perfons. 
whole, the church officers have reafon to hope that the can- 
didates poffefs the faith and repentance required in the New- 
Teitament, then they have no authority, from the fupreme 
Conftitution of the Chriftian Church, nor from the Head of 
that Church, to debar thofe perfons from ftated, or occafional 
communion in fealing ordinances, on account of any exiiting 
difference in opinion, about the human appendages of divine 
But if it is found on examination, that the candi- 
dates for communion, do not believe the abave mentioned 
fundamental doétrines of the Gofpel, or deny any of them ; 
then they ought not to be admitted to communion ; beeaufe, 
where faith in all, or any of the plainly revealed, and funda- 
mental do¢trines of the Gofpel is wanting, there is no tefti- 
mony, to which man can have accefs, capable of proving the 
exiftence of the faith and repentance required in the New- 


combined evidence of the 


5. The doctrine, that men may be warm, good and humble 
Chriftians, who are eapable of giving the lie to Chrift and 
his Apoftles by denying the truth of fome of the fundamental 
doctrines of the Gofpel, which they have taught in the New. 
Teftament, in the moft plain and unequivocal manner ; is 4 
doctrine which I fhall take the aber to believe to be law. 


lefs, eccentric, and hoftile to the Chri 


ian religion ; until the 


tontrary is proved from the Bible. The Chriftian religion 
»wes its exiftence in the world, te the influence of the dif- 
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ting pul ao doctrines of the Gofpel ; and God has revived, 
and does now revive the Chriftian religion, by bringing thefe 
doctrines to bear, with irrefiftable power on the a “mind. 
By thefe he arrefts the attention, produces conviction, enligh- 
tens the mind, melts the heart, bows the will, excites the 
geal, and roufes and enlifts all the energies of the foul in his 
fervice. Therefore, thefe doétrines involve the intereft, and 
demand the attachment, of the Chriftian chureh, and ail her 
members, 

‘The above principles, which I fhall believe to be true, un- 
til they are overthrown on New-Teftament ground, are the 
fentiments of a heart, that would gladly embrace all denomi- 
nations of profefiing Chriftians in communion, in fealing 
ordinances, on New. Teftament principles; but my under- 
ftlanding, my confcience, and my Bible will net permit me 
to meet them on any other ground. After all, 1 am convin- 
ced that thofe charitable Chrittians, whofe fagacity enables 
them to find genuine, experimental Chriftianity, where faith 
in fome of the moft interefting doftrines of Chrifk is 
wanting, will fay that the author of this eflay is one of the 
doftrinal, iff, contracted clafs of Chriftians: therefore, to 
mitigate their cenfure, I I offer the following apology, uzz.—— 
‘The doétrines of the Gofpel of the Son of Ged, fealed with 
the blood of the Prince of the Kings of the earth, in the pre- 
fence of God, Angels and Men, are dearer to my heart than 
the blood that fills its veins. Under their influence my peor, 
finful, feeble, perifhing and defencelefs foul has found an hid- 
ing place f from the wind, a covert from the tempeft, and the 
fhadow of a great rock ‘in a weary land: and [ hope it will 
cling to them, when the heart that diétates, and the hand that 
writes thefe lines, fhall tremble in the agonies of death. 
Therefore I will not—I cannot—indeed I cannot conceal, 
depreciate, or part with any of f them, for the purpofe of hold- 
ing ftated, or occafional communion, in fealing ordinances, 
With th ofe Chriftians, who believe that fome of the above 
doctrines are not true.—« 

[ remaina firm believer in the Old-Tefament, at the fame 
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Miffisnary Tours ta Detroit, &e. 
EXTRACTS 


From THE Rev. Tuomas Hucus’ JourNats 


Of his Zours to Detroit, and among the Indians. 


N the beginning of September 1800, I was appointed on a 
£ miffion to Detroit, together with Mr. ames Satterfield, 
a licentiate under the care of the preibytery of Ohio. We 
travelled thro’ the new fettlements to Prefquifle, and thence 
failed up the lake to Detroit. About the half of the people 
of this town are Freneh—thefe are Roman Catholics. The 
Englith are of various denominations, but have never had the 
Gofpel preached to them. We found them hofpitable and 
kind. We preached a number of times in town, and in fome 
adjacent fettlements. They gave a decent attention, and ex- 
prefled a defire to have the Gofpel preached ftatedly among 
them. While we continued at Detroit, we made what en- 
quiry we could concerning the Indians—met with a number 
of them, but found it inconvenient to go to any of their 
towns. We met witha young man, the fon of a Chief of 
the Shawnefe nation, by name GEorGE BLUEJACKET, who 
had been fome time at an Enalith {choo! in Detroit. We pro- 
pofed te take him with us, and give him more learning: after 
confulting his parents, he gave confent, and came with us.—— 
He has lived above a year in my family, has conducted him- 
felf in a decent, fober manner, oftenmanifefted great concern 
about his foul, fpent much of his time in fecret prayer, and 
often exprefled his concern about the deplorable ftate of his 
people. In fhort, he gave us confiderable reafon to hope that 
he was become a real Chriftian. | 

In the beginning of September 1801, I was again appoint- 
ed on a miffion to Detroit, to go in company with the Rev. 
Fofeph Badger, a miffionary from Connecticut. We accord- 
ingly fet out on the 7th of September, accompanied by Geo. 
Blucjacket, and travelled through New-Conneéiicut to the 
mouth of Cyahaga, from thence along the fide of lake Erie 
to the river Huron, where we arrived on Saturday the rath 
of September, 

On this river there are a confiderable number of Indians, 
perhaps 39 families, chiefly of the Munfee tribe. They were 
kind and hofpitable ; we remained with them until Monday. 
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In the houfe where we lodged there were two or three fami- 
lies: we were greatly aflifted among them by our friend 
George, who could fpeak their language. After fupper, we 
propofed to have worfhip in the family, to which they con- 
fented, When they were all collected, we converfed. with 
them, and George prayed in their own language.—T hey be- 
haved well. 

Sept. 13th. (Sabbath morning.) The Indians got breakfaft 
for us; after which we colle&ted them again, and George ad- 
dreffed them and prayed with them. In the time of prayer, I 
obferved fome of them were very ferious, particularly one 
woman, who fhed nal almoft all the time. About 12 0’ 
clock we got the people of the town colleéted tegether ; we 
told them what was doimg for the Indians among the Chrfti- 
ans, and afked them whether they defired to have a minifter 
or {chooimafter among them, or were willing to fend any of 
their children among us to be educated? They told us they 
were glad to fee us there, and hear thefe things; but they had 
no chief im that town, and therefore could not give us an an- 
{wer, We went on to addrefs them on the nature of the 
Chriftian religion, and the neceffity of their becoming ac- 
quainted with it, They attended with compofure. After 
the meeting was over, a man came to us and told us that his 
wife had made ready a dinner for us. At night we returned 
to our lodging, and the family being convened, George con- 
verfed and prayed with them, when the appearance was ftill 
more folemn. 

Monday the rath. We left the river Huron early in the 
morning, and with much difficulty reached Sandufky river a 
little before night; and lodged at Mr. Whitaker’s. ‘There 
are two yillages of Wyandot Indians on this river, and a 
mumber of Senecas and Mohawks, As Mr. Whitaker was 
mot at home, we concluded net to collect the Indians at that 
time, but made an appointment te meet them on our return. 

Tuefday the s5th. We left Sandufky, with a view of go- 
ing firft ca Detroit, and then to Fort Wayne, in order to fee 
the Shawanefe, 

Wednefday the 16th, We came to the Miami river at 
the Rapids. There is a {mall village of Shawanefe at this 
place. Here George met with his brother James, an active 
young man, who treated us kindly. George had much feri- 





_— .§ »5» —_._ —_—_—lCi rh hhlCO CO lCUrPlCU ll 


waa a — 4 — 








and among the Indians. 93 


- ous converfation with his brother and other relations in this 


place, which feemed to be taken very friendly. 

Thurfday the 17th. We proceeded on our way to Detroit, 
and came to the river Au-Raifen. As there isa large fettle- 
ment on this river, and a number of Englifh families, Mr. 


| Badger had concluded to tarry, and fpend the Sabbath with 


them; but on enquiry, we found that they were almoft all 


> fick with the ague, fo that there would have been few or none 
» to attend fermon; we therefore concluded all to go on. 


Friday the 18th. We came to Brown’s-town, a large 


4 villace of Wyandot Indians. ‘There are alfo a number of 


Shawanefe living in thistown. Here we met with George’s 
father and mother, who were exceedingly glad to fee us.— 
Old Captain Bluejacket informed qus, that he expected the 
chiefs of the Shawanefe nation there in a few days. We re- 
mained in this part of the country about ten days, and preach- 
ed fometimes in Detroit and its vicinity. We faw the Rev. 
David Bacon, a miffionary fent from New-England to the 
Chipeway Indians: alfo Col. Smith, from Kentucky, who 
informed us that the chiefs of the W yandot nation in brownf- 
town, were not in favour of receiving the Gofpel. ‘This 
difcouraged us from making any attempt among them, efpe- 
cially as we knew that they were attached to the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion. The Shawanefe were almoft all fick, fo that 
we could have no public meeting with them. While we 
were here, a number of the Miami nation came along on 
their way to Detreit,and encamped. I had confiderable con- 
verfation with the Litt/e Turtle, their chief—told him the de- 
fign of our miffion—what was doing and intended by the 
Chriftians, refpe@ing fending miffionaries among the Indians, 
&c. He faid that was all good—the Indians were now got 
very wicked——a number ef white people had done them a 
great deal of harme—formerly they had forms of worfhip, but 
they had none now. I propofed to preach to them the next 
day: he replied, they were out of provifions, and muft leave 
that in the morning. 

Monday the 28th. As the Shawanefe chiefs had not come, 
we left Brown’s-town, with a view to go to Fort Wayne, if 
we did not meet the chiefs. Capt. Bluejacket and his family 
went with us. On Tuefday we met about tweaty of the 
Shawanefe going to Detroit. ‘There was one chief in com- 
pany: he informed us that the other ehiefs were gone to De- 
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troit by water. We then loft hopes of feeing them, and 
found that it would be of no ufe to proceed farther. 

Wednetday the 39th. We came again te Miami. In the 
afternoon we had a conference with the old men of the place, 
and fome from Fort Wayne, Captain Bluejacket and another 
old war-chief being prefent. We told them our dcfire to fee 
the chiefs—that the people who fent us, wifhed them to live 
together, and they would fend them a minifter, &c. They 
told us that they could not give us an anfwer, as the others 
were now the head chiefs ; but if the others would receive the 
Crofpel, they were willistes and they wifhed they would agree 
toit. They thanked us for coming among them on that bu- 
finefs, and gave us every mark of .efpect and friendfhip. 
After the conference was ended, the old chief, and after hm 

all the others, ardfe and fhook hands with us. I would here 
obferve, that we were about ten days with Capt. Bluejacket’s 
family—they treated us kind!y-—we ftill kept worfhip morn- 
ing and evening—-George often prayed in their languagee~ 
J frequently faw his mother in tears while he was at prayer 
or converfing with them. 

Saturday, October 341. We left Miami and came to San- 
dufky. Mr. Whitaker had been at home while we were 
gone to Detroit, and had given notice to the chiefs in both 
towns to attend on us at the time we had appointed. 

Sabbath the r4th, The Indians were fo fcattered we could 
not have them collected for fermon, yet notice was given in 
the town of our being come, and two of the chiefs came down, 
and a number more together with their interpreter, a young 
man who has been a prifoner with them from a child. The 
white asi of the place came together, about 15 in number. 
I preached to them from Matt. xvi. 26. After fermon, Mr. 
Badger addrefied the Indians, by their interpreter, and gave 
them an exhortation. After public worfhip was ended, the 
Indians afked us if they could hear us at another time, whén 
they could have their wives aad children along with them.— 
We appointed the next day. 

Monday the 5th. About 12 o’clock the Indians collected; 
after finging and prayer, I difcourfed to them about God; the 
original “fkate of mat 1; the fall; the depravity of human na- 
ture; the way of recovery through Chrift; the neceffity of 
repentance; the final {tate of good and bad men, &c. Mr. 
Badger 2 alio gave them an exhortation. ‘They gave a very 
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® decent and ferious attention. ‘The Indians at this place are 
©) more civilized, and have more information than any we met 
-\ with. The Roman Priefts have been among them, and have 
baptized fome of them. One woman this evening requefted 
to have her child baptized, and 1 was told they would be dif- 
© pleafed if it would not be done. [ told the interpreter how- 
© ever, to tell her, that we could not baptize any of them, or 
- of their children, unlefs they would forfake their wicked ways 
“and become Chriftians.—A young man, who feemed to be 
*\ ferious and fomewhat concerned, fent the interpreter to en- 
- quire at me, Whether the fin of murder could ever be par- 
»..-doned? 
|. This morning a child died in the village; before it depar- 
ted its father fent for me to pray over it; but before I got to 
) the houfe, the child was dead. They told me they would 
ie bury it that evening, and requefted me to go with them, and 
+= pray atthe grave. Accordingly, after fermon I went. Two 
young women had dug the grave. ‘They had prepared a lit- 
% tle coffin:of boards, which they placed in the bottom of the 
-~ grave. ‘Ihe corpfe was laid at the fide of the grave, and they 
+ all fat down to eat. When they had done eatimg, they re- 
| quefted me to pray. Before I prayed, I -addrefled them by 
® the interpreter, on the neceffity of being prepared for death— 
Wy told them we were commanded not to pray for the dead ; that 
Me if we diced wicked and went to Hell, prayers wou!d do us no 
mm good; we muft always be miferable. On the other hand, if 
We we beeame goed and went to Heaven after death, we weuld 
ue be fo happy we would not ftand in need of prayer. After 
) prayer was over, they laid the corpfe in the coffin, and a num. 
“\ ber of women threw a little duft with their hands into the 
"> grave; then the women, who had dug the grave, took their 
hoes and covered ic in a decent manner. ‘The father of the 
child thanked me for my attendance. 

Tuefday the 6th. This morning an old chief came in and 
told Mrs. Whitaker, that he would be glad we would go to 
Upper Sandufky, and if poffible bring down the chiefs, that 
they might all hold a eouncil together. He alfo faid, that 
they had beentalking among themfelves about our preaching, 
and were al! pleafed, and wiihing that a minifter would come 
and live with them. Accordingly, George Bluejacket and I 
fet off for the upper town, and tarried that night ata fmall 
village of the Six Nations, 
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Wednefday the 715. We came to Upper Sandufky. 


peopie of this town ai+ very much featiered. The €révz, 
who is a principal chief, lives five mules trom the low nd 
of the tows, where we putus. We gave notice of our be- 
ing come, to the chief called the Crow, who foon came to us. 
We made known to him our bulinef:, and cur defire to fee 
the chiefs: he faid he would go tiat night and tell the Crane, 
ang they would all be to fee mein the morning. Another 
chief came in acd ttayec with us t!] bed-time. 

Thurfday the 8th. Abou: ten o’clock the chiefs colleéted. 
The interpreter was not at home, but a man was there, who 
underftood Shawenete very weil; fo that by the help of him 
and George, 1 made known my bufinefs to them. As I 
found we were muce in avour with thofe of the lower town, 
I felt a great defire that thefe fhou'd go there ; I therefore 
afked them whether they woud go down. They told me, 
thar it was very diiicult for them to go down, on account of 
ficknefs in their fammlies; but at length they concluded that 
they wouid, an? -iomifed to go down in two days. As there 
was 79 proper interpreter there, | thought it improper to ate 
tempt to preach to them, 

Friday the 9th. Returned again to the lower town. 

Saturday the roth. 1 went down the river about two miles, 
where there are five or fix families of the Mohawk nation. 
The body oi this nation live on the Britifh fide. ‘There have 
been fchools among them, and minifters of the church of Eng 
Jand: a great number of them have been baptized. I found 
thefe families very decent. I faw among them the Common 
Prayer-Book, tranflated into Mehawk, together with the Gof- 
pel according to Mark, a choice collection of feripture texts, 
a catechifm, &c. Some of the old people could read. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Badger and I rode up tothe Wyan- 
dot village—they gathered about us like children ; fet a bench 
for us in an alley between two houfes, and fet themfelves all 
around us with looks of refpect and friendfhip. 

Sabbath the 11th. The Indians colleéted, and Mr. Badger 
preached to them from Ifai. lv. 1. After fermon, I gave an 
exhortation to the white people prefent. The appearance 
through the whole exercife of the day was ferious and folemn. 
I never faw any people behave better than the Indians did.— 
After public worfhip was endcd, we told the Indians that we 
were waiting for the chiefs from the upper town, and that we 
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were now afraid they would not come—we could not wait » 
much longer ; and if they could, we would be glad they 
would Jet us know themfelves, whether they wifhed to have 
a {choolmafter or minifter to come among them. We re- 
quefted them to confult together and let us know before they 
went away. Accordingly, the old men went and fat down 
together. In about an hour we were informed, that the 
Council were ready to wait upon us .—We took our feats in 
form. The old chief arofe ;—before he fpoke, he came and 
Shook hands with us—he then faid :—= 
“ Brothers hear—— 

«“ A little while ago you requefted us to Counfel—we did ; 
and our counfel is this: We are forry to keep you here wait- 
ing, but we think it not beft to give our anfwer yet: if we 
did, the chiefs from the upper town, who are the Head-Chiefs, 
might come upon us and fay, Why did you give your anfwer fa 
foon? We think beft to wait a little longer; and if they do 
not come dewn, we will come and fee you before you go, and 
give you the beft anfwer we can.—-You, brothers, come and 
preach to us: this is good ; we thank you for it. You want 
to fend a fchoolmafter te teach our children, and a minifter to 
teach us how to ferve God: this is all good, drethers; we 
thank you for it.” 

He then again fhook hands with us, and fat down. 

We then thanked them for their counfel, and their atten; 
tion to us and the Gofpel fince we came among them ; and 
told them that we would wait alittle longer for the head- 
chiefs, and if they did not come down, we would leave a 
fpeech, and they could fend us an anfwer. but if they could 
could give us any farther anfwer, before we left them, we 
would be glad.—-We then in our turn fhook hands with them 
all,and had every mark of friendfhip. 

Monday the 12th. In the evening we were informed that 
one chief, and another man appointed with him, had come 
from the upper town; and that we fhould have a meeting 
with them on the morrow. : 

uefday the 13th. The two meffengers from the upper 
town, and ‘1x from the lower, met with us at Mr. Whita- 
ke:’s, and informed us that the chiefs could rot all attend, but 
they bad f-nt us a foeech, which they were now ready to de- 
liver, When we were all feated, one arofe, and faid:— 
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“ Brothers, 

° & We beg that you will not be offended that we do not § 
come dowa and counfel with you: do not think that we § 
flight you, or the bufinefs you are upon. It is ficknefs that J 
keeps us athome. When you goto the people who fent you § 
to us, tell them not to think hard that we do not meet with § 
you and hold a council; for it is ficknefs, and nothing elfe, | 
that keeps us from it. ‘Tf they think to teach us, as you have & 
faid, we hope they will keep it in mind till next fpring, and % 


then fend us word, and-we will give you an anfwer. We gy) 


thank you for coming among us on this bufinefs; and we | 
thank them for fending you.””—-When he had done peaking, 
he handed us a long {tring of white wampum. 

We told them we were forry tke chiefs could not attend; 


but we were not offended. We aflured them that the matter a 


would be attended to according to their requeft, and the 


fhould hear from us in the foring, &c.——-We then handed ‘ | 


them a ftring of wampum, which they all took hold of. “They @ 
then renewed their thanks, and told us, that the matter was J 
juft as they wanted; that the chiefs would fee our fpecch, / 
and they would remember us, and expect to hear from us in © 
the fpring. We then all fhook hands together, and the coun- | 
cil broke up. 3 

Wednefday the 14th. We made ready and ftarted on our | 


journey home. We had prevailed on the Indians to fend 
three of their children with us, to go to fchool. One of the [@ 


boys took very fick ; another, his mother was over-perfuaded 
not to let him come. We had the other ftarted on the road @ 
with us; but when he faw that the other boys were not a- 7% 
Jong, he would not come, though his parents urged him much, | 


‘That night we came to the river Huron; found that the In- (9 


dians were chiefly gone out to their hunting. Thence we | - 
fteered through the woods to New. ConheAicat, mn 
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7 ; Of the Revival of Religion in Logan County, Se. 
é : { Coutinued from page 54 | 
1 ae N the fourth Sabbath of September 18e@0, the Sacra- 


*. 


ment of the Lord’s Supper was adminiftered at Shiloh, 

















>of | 

> Be where Mr. Hodge is now fettled. A great multitude atten- 
1 deca during the occafion: on the Sabbath, it was fuppofed, 
> there were about five thoufand. On every day, and through 
2 OF every night, the power of God appeared awfully vifible. On 


Mone of the nights, fifteen perfons were counted lying all near 
Sto each other, proftrate on the ground, weeping, groaning, 
and crying for mercy. ‘Throughout the whole cccafion, ‘I 
WM beheld one fcene of wonder after another; fome falling before 
Mithe arrows of King Jefus, others weeping, groaning, and 
panting for deliverance ; and others {weetly delivered by glo- 
rious difcoveries of the divine excellency and Jovelinefs of the 
tblefled Immanuel. The number which we hope were fav- 
ingly brought to Chrift on this occafien, was about feventy 
perfons. 

| On the fecond Sabbath of October, the Sacrament was ad- 
miniftered at the Clay-Lick, a fmali congregation under my 
- Gaeecare. The weather was very wet and uncomfortable; the 
1 eehoufe was but a fmall cabbin, unft to contain the one-fixth 
a fof the people: but, although the clouds poured out heavy 
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fhowers, Chrift poured out rich blefings upon the people.— 
Me During the occafion, we hope, about eighty fouls were bro’t 
Mato Jefus. “(he Sacrament was adminiftered the fame day at 
PMr. Craighead’s meeting-houfe, “The work there was very 
cA powerful. . During the occafion, it is hoped, about forty per~ 
_ Mons experienced true religion. 
See On the Sabbath following the Sacrament was adminiftered 
at Montzomery’s meeting-houfe, in the ftate of ‘Tennefice, 
pone of Mr, Mi‘Geze’s congregations ; this was likewife a glo- 
@, Tious time of the out-pouring of the Spirit of God. We 
7 truft, about forty fouls were favingly brought to Chrift. 
my On the firft Sabbath of November, the Sacrament was ad- 
Be miniftered at Little Muddy-creek, one of Mr. Rankin’s con- 
Pgregations. ‘Vhis was alfo a comfortable feafon, efpecially 
on Sabbath and Monday, We believe about twelve perfons 
® were favingly converted. ‘T'wo families from Drake’s creek, 
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(a fettlement of carelefs profane people, where no profeffors 
lived, except thefe families) attended at Muddy-creek Sacra- 
ment. During the occafion, feveral of their young people 
gave evidence of their having obtained religion. When they 
went home on Tuefday evening, they fpent the night in fo- 
cial prayer. In the meantime, a number of their thoughtlefs 
neighbours collected at the houfe, probably to hear news a- 
bout the ftrange work at the Sacrament; but the mighty 
power of God was evidently difplayed among them: the 
greater part of the time was fpent in focial prayer, until 
Thurfday night, the carelefs people around them attending 
with them. During this time, it is hoped, about ten of them 
experienced real religion. Since that, Mr. Rankin has 
preached to them at different times, with great fuccefs. At 
prefent, itis thought about thirty in that fettlement have ob- 
tained religion. 

On the laft Sabbath of November, the Sacrament was ad- 
miniftered at Hopewell, in the ftate of Tennefflee, one of 
Mr. Hodze’s congregations. ‘This was the laft public occa- 
fion in the year 1800; and this was likewife one of the 
days of the Son of Man. The Lord gracioufly poured out 
his Spirit to the awakening and converfion ef many. About 
twenty, we hope, were favingly brought to Chrift. What is 
truly matter of praife, wonder and gratitude to every follower 
of Chrift, is, that every facramental occafion in all our con- 
gregatiens, during the whole fummer and fall, was attended 
with the tokens of the fweet prefence and power of the Al- 
mighty §Jefus, At more private occafions, at Societies and 
common times of preaching, many fouls, we truft, were bro’t 
to Chrift; the circumftances of which I cannot now relate. 

I fhall conclude at prefent with a brief narrative of fome 
remarkable circumftances attending the work. 

And firft—the life, zeal, and vifible evidences of the power 
of God, operating through young converts, is worthy of ob- 
fervation. At the Sacrament at Muddy river, a little boy of 
about twelve years old, juft after he obtained deliverance, 
addrefled a Deift, who was a manof fenfe and education, and 
recommended Chrift to him in the moft forcible and affeéting 
manner ; telling him of the heavenly fweetnefs that was to 
be found in Chriftand religion, The Deift began to difpute 
with him ; but the Lord opened the child’s mouth to fpeak 
affe&tingly and convincingly to his confcience, as to filencs 


every argument. 
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At the fame Sacrament, I ftood befide a little girl about ten 
years old, when fhe received comfort: after {peaking in the 
moft affecting manner about the excellency and fulnefs of 
Chrift, fhe turned to her fifter, who was a married woman, 
and holding up her little hands, her eyes owing with tears, 
fhe prayed for her in fuch language as this: **O Lord God, 
Almighty, pity my peor unconverted fifter, who has no reli- 
gion—O Lord, fhe wiil be eternally damned if fhe does not 
get Chrift.” This feemed to ftrike her fifter in the moft 
deep, affeting manner, She then turned to her little brother, 
and laying her hands upon him, eried out—O my dear brother! 
you have no religion; you have no Chrift—O! if you die 
without religion, you will fink to the everlafting flames of 
Hell! She had no fooner uttered thefe words, than the boy fell 
to the ground, and wept and groaned in an agony. 

At the fame Sacrament, oa the Sabbath night, a little girl, 
about eleven or twelve years old, the daughter of a wealthy 
gentleman in our country, who had been awakened at Red- 
river Sacrament, we hope obtained religion. Juft after her 
deliverance, fhe came to me, and told me the happy news.— 
O! fays the, I have met with Chrift—I have found that pre- 
cious Jefus. She fpoke of the Redeemer’s glory aad excel- 
Jency, his fulnefs and fufficiency, in the moft aftonifhing lan- 
guage. QO)! fays fhe, if I had ter thoufand worlds, I would 
give them all that my dear father could but fee and feel in 
Chrift whatI do! She then ran to her father, and clafping 
her arms around his neck, fhe wept over him, and told him 
that he had no religion——fhe told him what fhe faw in Chrift, 
and what fhe felt of his love. O my father! fays fhe, Chrift 
is willing to fave you—O try to feek him, and you will find 
him—O ! if you but faw thatin Chrift which I fee-—O ! if 
you but faw his fulncfs and willingnefs, you would come to 
him. This feemed to pierce the old man like a dart, and 
made him weep like achild. She then rai to her little bro- 
ther, and feizing him in her arms, pleaded with him to feek 
religion, and recommended Chrift to him; this ftruck him 
with keen conviétions, which afterwards, I truft, ended in a 
real converfion. 

The conduct of young converts, and efpecially of fuch as 
were but children, fattened more convictions at thefe times, 
than all the preaching. 
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the ftrange accidental way that many were brought to res 
ceive religion ; a few inftances of which I fhall mention. 

At the Ridge Sacrament, on Monday evening, a ftrange 
gentleman from Georgia, was riding paft at fome diftance, 
and hearing the cries of the diftrefled, he turned off the read 
and came to the place, to fee what it could mean. He had 
not been there many minutes till he was pierced with the ar- 
rows of conviction, and fell to the ground; where he lay in 
an agony of diftrefS, groaning like a dying man, and crying 
for mercy until fome time in the night, when he found peace 
to his foul. He eame frem Georgia to fell fome lands which 
he had in Cumberland; but he now changed his defign, and 
{et off for Georgia to fell his poffcflions there, and move to 
Cumberland, where the power of religion was. 

At Shiloh Sacrament on Monday, a ftranger from a dif- 
tance ftarted to go home, juft as the laft fermon was begin- 
ning. A pious man went to him, as he was putting his foot 
in the ftirrup, and faid, “* Are you going away without the 
blefling ?” The ftranger replied, ‘I live at a great diftance; 
I mui go.” The other faid, ** How can yeu go away with- 
out Chrift?” The ftranger then funk to the ground under 
the moft pungent conviction. ‘Phe man came to me, and 
told me of his fituation; 1 went to him, and after converfing 
with him a while, left him powerlefs, and groaning in the ut- 
moft difirefs, I toid fome men te carry him to the edge of 
the aflembly; they brought him, and there he lay until fome 
time in the night, when he obtained deliverance. 

The laft circumftance which | fhail mention is, the con- 
verfion of fome malicious oppofers. At the Ridge Sacrament 
on Monday morning, a man who lived in the congregation, 
came to the meeting-houfe, bitterly exafperated againft his 
wife, who had remained at the mecting-houfe all night. He 
ordered her home, but fhe refufed to go: he then gave her 
very abufive language, and went home very angry. After 
he went home he was ftruck with deep conviétion, and lay 
powerlefs on his own floer, and never rofe, until, we have 
reafon to believe, he obtained religion. 

Another who attended during the whole time of the fame 
Sacrament, defpifing and condemning all that he faw as delu- 
Gon and madne{s, and went away a violent oppofer ; the next 
day after he returned home, he went out to his field to work, 
and there the Spirit of God reashed his heart with the keen 
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TY arrows of conviction; he fell down in the field, and lay upon 
the ground, until fome time in the night his family feund 
79 him, and carried him to the houfe, where he remained in the 
ae utmoft diftrefs, until fome time before day, when he found 
9 peace to his foul ; and now appears to be a warm and lively 


fee Chriftian. 


(To be continued. ) 
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We) Extraé of a letter from the Rev. Mofes Hoge to the Rev. Dr. 
é Green, dated Mecklinburgh, (N. C.) April 24, 1802. 
Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 


; I HAVE feen ftrange things fince I came. to this flate; a 


revival of religion after the manner of that in Tennetiee 


al _and Kentucky, It is, indeed, a very extraordinary work, and 
"HL rejoice much that I have feen it. It appears to me more 


| worthy the attention of philofophers of every defcription than 


“9 any natural curiofity inour country. If it be only the work 


“ : : 
of man, it feems to open to our view fome fprings and powe 


9 ers in human nature which have hitherto efcaped the refearche 


es of the acuteft philofepher ; and admitting it to be a work 
of God, as I believe it to be, it feems to lead to a mare clear 
and difting&t view of the operations of the Divine Spirit upon 
| the heart cf a finner in his converfation and in fubfequent 
communications than can be obtained irom ordinary revivals, 
For, as a pious and fenfible woman of this country has well 
expreifed it, Jefus Chrift, in that cafe, feems to be there ex~ 
ecuting in a vifible manner his offices as a Mediator. 

Were it enly the ignorant, te weak, and the timid, that 
become the fubjeéts of this work, it might with fome plavfi- 
» bility, at leaft, be afcribed to the meafures employed to carry 
it on; but when men of information, of ftrong nerves, and 
| Vigorous underftandings, are overcome—efpecially when De- 
ifts of this defcription, who have fortified themfelves againft 
every religious impreffion, from the writings of Bolingbroke, 
Hume, Voltaire, and Paine; when fuch men fall—what fhall 
we fay? Shall we afcribe this to the word of a weak mortal? 
the Deifts themfelves ought to be afhamed of thie folution.— 
It muft moreover, be obferved, that it is not unufual for per- 
fons to fall where nothing uncommonly alarming or affe@ting 
18 to be feen or heard ; — not this be afcribed to ths 
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finger of God! If not, it feems to be abfolutely unaccounta- 
ble, for no natural caufe with which we are acquainted ap- 
pears to be adequate to fo aftonifhing an effect. And I have 
not fo learned the fcriptures as to afcribe fuch a work as this 
is to the finger of the Devil. 

It is, however, chiefly upon the moral nature of this work 
that I rely, as an evidence that it is of God. Witha view of 
forming as correct ideas of it in this refpeét as poffible, I took 
my feat by the fide of fome proftrate penitents, and as they 
appeared to exprels without referve the various fenfations of 
a wounded fpirit; — had a good opportunity of learning the 
caufe of their diftrefs. Very piercing and importunate were 
their cries for mercy, and very bitter and affecting their la- 
mentations over a hard, proud, unbelieving heart. At length, 
however, they feemed to be generally led to the knowledge of 
Chriff, as an able, fuitable and willing Saviour; and after 
a fevere confliét with unbelief, fome of them rofe in triumph 
from the duit of the deepeft affiiction, and broke out in the 
moft rapturous praifes of their gracicus deliverer, and the 
moft moving exhertations to perifhing finners. “This was to 
me a very intcreftinge fcene. It could not be affeClation. A 
Garrick could not have acted the character of a convinced 
finner, and of an exulting young convert, as well as I faw it 
done by ignorant boys and girls. ‘This was the firft thing 
that fatisned me with refpeét to the nature of this extracrdi- 
nary work. The fubjects of it appeared, as far as I could 
obferve, to be for the moft part thoroughly convinced of fin 
and of righteoufnefs, and led to fefus Chritt for righteoufnefs 
and ftreneth. And every work producing fuch fruits muft 
be of God, with what diforders foever it may be attended.— 
it would indeed have been more to my tate, could we get 


tne world reformed in a manner more conformable to my ideas 


of order and propriety; but the ways of God are not as our 
Vays, nor his thoughts as our thoughts. In our folemn af- 
femblies, where there is fuch particular attention to external 
order, there is, perhaps, lefs attention paid to the heart, and 
confequently more real ciforder than in thofe apparently Jefs 
orderly ail-enblies, where the heart feems to be the chief con- 
cern. It muft, however, be obferved, that in the time of fer- 
mon there is icldom much, if any diforder; and after the 
folemn exercifes of public worfhip are over, is it diforderly 
for the people to enter into a free converfation upon the mott 
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interefting fubje& in the world? Nay, have we any {criptu- 
ral evidence, that it is improper for fuch as are qualified for 
the tafk, and conceive it to be their duty, to rife up and ex- 
hort others to flee from the wrath tocome! It muft indeed 
be admitted, that feveral exhorters fometimes addrefs the fame 
audience or little circle at once, and that perfons whofe know- 
ledze is very difproportionate to their zeal, fometimes under- 
take this work ; but is this a juft reafon for prohibiting fuch 
exercifes altogether? I think not—it feems to me fingularly 
remarkable, that the moft inveterate enemies of our holy re- 
ligion are fometimes made the fubjects of this work, even 
when it is condu&ted in a manner which I could have thought 
more likely to ftrengthen than to overcome their prejudices. 
Js not this the doing of the Lord? 

That much of what is uncommon in this work ought to be 
afcribed to mian, to the meafures employed to carry it on, I 
doubt not—but not the whole. I am well convinced that 
the meafures employed for the conviction and converfion of 
finners at the meetings I attended, were not fufficient to pro- 
duce the extraordinary effeéts with which they were attended, 
without the concurrence of a fupernatural influence upon the 
heart. J have heard in Virginia, fermons and exhortations, 
more powerful and impreffive, it appears to me, than any I 
have beard in this ftate ; but they were not attended with a 
fimilar effe&. Were we to admit the proftration of the bo- 
dy, the loud cry for mercy, and the fubfequent exhortations 
of the young convert, ought to be afcribed rather to the mea- 
fures employed to carry on this extraordinary work than toa 
fupernatural influence upon the heart; it would ftill remain 
a queftion worthy of particular attention, whether thefe mea- 
dures may not be proper and advantageous ? When a finner 
is publicly arrefted, and made to cry out under the terrors of 
the Lord, and afterward to bear his teftimony in public, to 
the power and grace of his gracious deliverer; and this is not 
unfrequently the cafe with fome of the moft abandoned and 
profligate, it has a wonderful effect: Nay, it feems to be an 
improvement upon the eloquence of the ftage—Inftead of fic- 
titious characters, the charaéters themfelves, the convinced 
finner, and the exulting young convert appear perfonally up- 
on the ftage, and aé their feveral parts to the aftenifament 
of every fpectator! This extraordinary work {till continues 


to fpread with much rapidity. Its fubjeéts are already nu- 
merous. 
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Apoftacies will, it is probable, be pretty numerous; bug 
fuch a number will, I doubt not, perfevere, as w:il be fultei. 
ent to evince the work to be of God. 1 rejoice co hear that 
Philadelphia has been vifited. When will all the kingdoms 
and nations upon earth become the kingdoms of God and of 
his Chrift! That the various revolutio us of the prefent age 
may be rendered fubfervient to that great peas Is the pray- 
er of, Reverend and dear Sir, your brother in the Gofpel. 


MOSES HOGE, 








—_——- — - _* 





fFrom tke New-York Mifionary Magazine. ] 


Ve rejoice to communicate to our readers the following highly 
interesting Paper. 


REPORT CONCERNING THE STATE OF RELIGION 
IN FRANCE. 
f Concluded from page 64. ] 


IT appears, moreover, to be a matter of great importance, 
that a member of the Society, or a friend in clofe connection 
with it, fhould refide in Paris, for the exercife of his miniftry 
among the Proteftants there, whofe number is eftimated at 
from thirty to forty thoufand, and who, it is feared, are de- 
plorably ignoramt as to the nature and effects of the religion 
which they p rofefs. It may be neceflary, i in the firft inftance 
te conduct tbe fervice in the Fnzlifh | language ; but the prin- 
cipal defign is, to preach eventually in that of the French; 
not only to Proteftanis, but te Catholics aifo. This meafure 
appeared fo important in its nature, fo honorable to the Soci- 
ety, and fo effential in various views to the intereits of reli- 
gion throughout France, that the perfuafion has been induig- 
ed, that the friends ef the Society in England would cheer- 
fully extend their liberal aid to fupport it; and on this ground 
the members ef the deputation have inftituted an enquiry 
concerning the price of one of the churches, well adapted for 
this purpofe; the refult of which, we expect very fhortly to 
lay before the directors. 

Another means for promoting the fuccefs of the Gofpel in 
France, we conceive would be the circulation of various Pro- 
teftant werks, explaining and impreffing the leadiag hai 
ples, and beneficial effecis of Chriftianity ; and efpecially by 
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a publication of the nature of the Evangelical Magazine, the 
profits whereof fhould be applied to the relief of the widows 
of Proteftant minifters in that country; or to the education 
of young men for the miniftry, as may appear beft. On thefe 

rounds the adoption of the following refolutions is recom- 
mended to the directors :-— 

1. That the meafures already taken for the tranflation of 
the Effay, and its circulation by fale, as well as the printing 
and fale of the New-Teftament, be confirmed. 

N. B. 2000 of each are ordered, the coft of which will be a- 
bout £115. 

2. That the Committee be authorifed to dire& the follow- 
ing books to be printed and circulated by fale, for account of 
the Miffionary Society, viz. 

5000 Bibles and Teltaments, which will coft about £625 






























eae 5060 Watts’ 1ft Catechifms, : : 8 
Bast 50¢0 ditto 2d de. P ; ‘ 2@ 

uy 5co0 Affembly’s Catechifims ; ‘ 25 

Be 3 4000 New-Teftaments in the Italian langnage . ico 
aaa 2060 of the Effay do. : ‘ 70 

* FR e. 5 ee 
re | ; £- 848 
> 3. That a committee be formed for taking into confidera- 
=) tion the beft means by which a periodical publicatien, fimilar 


9) to the Evangelical Magazine, could be formed and conduét- 
iy ¢din France. 

4. That an application be made for fix fuitable perfons te 
| be fent over to England, to receive inftru€tions under the pa- 
(ay tronage of our Society, with a view to the exercife of the 
PSs Proteftant miniftry in France. 
= _ 5. That an Addrefs from eur Society to the Proteftants in 
2 France, tending tocall forth their exertions in the caufe of the 
Redeemer, be formed by the Cemmittee of Correfpondence. 

6. That the Rev. Samuel Tracy be appointed the Agent 
of our Society in Paris, for fix months to come; and that he 
be confidered as having aéted in that capacity from the com- 
_ mencement of his arrival in that city. 

(Signed by the Committee. ) 

The Editors are informed, that the above refolutions were 
unanimoufly paffed ; and they partake of the fatisfa€tion which 
. the profpedt of extending the interefts of pure Chriftianity in 
| France, and its dependencies, will undoubtedly diffufe among 

Chriftians in every part of our highly favoured country. 
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A NEW SPIRITUAL SONG: 


S Fprow the regions of Love, 
Lo! an Angel defcended, 
And told the range news 
How the Babe was attended. 
Go fhepherds, and vifit 
This wonderful ftranger ; 
See yonder bright ftar— 
There’s your God in a manger. 
Hallelujah to the Lamb, 
Who has eirthafel our pardon—- 
We will praife him agains 
When we pa/s over Jordan. 
Glad tidings I bring 
Unto you and each nation, 
Glad tidings of joy— 
Now behold yeur falvations 
‘Then fudden a multitude 
Rais’d their glad veices, 
And fhout the Redeemer— 
While Heaven rejoices. 
Hallelujah, Se. 
Now glory to God. 
In the higheft be given; 
Now glory to God 
Is re-echoed from Heaven— 


Around the whole earth 


Let us tell the glad ftory, 
And fing of his love, 

His falvatien and glory. 

Hallelujah, Se. 

O Jesus ride on, 

Thy kingdom is glorious ; 
And conquer with love, 
_ And make it victorious. 
‘Thy banner unfurl, 

Let the nations furrender; 
Aind own thee their Saviour; 

Their God and Defender. 

Hallelujah, Sc. 

In raptures f burn 

With delight and defire, 
Such love fo divine 

Sets my foul ail on fires 
Around the bright throne 

Hefannas are ringing 5 
O:'when fhall I join them, 


And ever be finging! 
Hallelujah, Se. 





